


The Pro Bono Committee has endorsed in concept a proposal to amend the emeritus rule to
facilitate pro bono service by retired members of the Virginia State Bar. Progress has been made
on two initiatives to encourage pro bono participation: Bench-Bar pilot programs in the 10™, 25",
and 31% judicial circuits and introducing the Richmond “Firms in Service” model in Hampton
Roads and Northern Virginia. Work continues to develop a recognition program for pro bono
contributors. The committee would like to see the Rules of the Virginia Supreme Court amended
to allow lawyers to provide limited scope representation, or “unbundled” legal services in civil -
matters. Members continue consideration of a proposal for mandatory reporting of pro bono
activity.

The Committee on Access for Self-Represented Litigants has surveyed trial judges about the
handling of pro se litigants who appear before them. A related survey has been developed for
clerks. It is designed to gather information about clerks’ experiences assisting pro se litigants,
with a particular focus on court forms and informational resources. The Commission approved
dissemination of the survey to clerks. The Commission also approved the committee’s proposed
“Resolution regarding Alternate Dispute Resolution,” which recognizes the importance of
mediation services in promoting access to justice in the courts. Deborah Wood Smith, Esq.,
Senior Analyst, National Center for State Courts, has joined this committee. Kim McKittrick,
Clerk of the Montgomery County General District Court, has been invited to join this committee.

The next Commission meeting will be held on March 30, 2015, at the Virginia Supreme Court
Building. Commission meetings are also scheduled for June 5, September 18, and December 10,
2015.



